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BW Energy briefs Gabon president on
Mayumba rig sinking
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BW Energy executives have briefed Gabon's Head of State, Brice Clotaire Oligui
Nguema, on the status of operations following the sinking of the Borr Prospector 5
drilling platform off Mayumba. The audience, hosted at the presidency, signals that
the incident has risen to the highest level of government attention and that BW
Energy is managing the situation in direct dialogue with Gabonese authorities.

The Borr Prospector 5 is a drilling rig operated under contract in BW Energy's Gabon
offshore portfolio. Its sinking off Mayumba — a coastal town in southern Gabon —
represents a significant operational and environmental event. The article does not
specify the cause of the sinking, the water depth of the incident site, the timeline of
events, or the nature of the response operations currently underway. What is
confirmed is that BW Energy has mobilised a team sufficiently senior to brief the
Head of State directly, suggesting the company is treating this as a material incident
requiring high-level stakeholder management.

For the Gabonese government, the stakes extend beyond a single operator. Gabon's
offshore sector is central to the country's hydrocarbon revenues, and a rig loss event
of this nature will likely prompt regulatory scrutiny of offshore drilling standards,
emergency response protocols, and environmental liability frameworks. The
transitional government under Oligui Nguema, which came to power following the
August 2023 military-led change of administration, has signalled an intent to
renegotiate and strengthen terms governing foreign energy operators — making
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incident transparency and remediation performance especially consequential for BW
Energy's long-term position in the country.

Borr Drilling, the rig owner, has not been referenced directly in the briefing
communiqué beyond the platform's name. The operational relationship between Borr
Drilling as rig provider and BW Energy as field operator will be a key factor in
determining liability and remediation responsibilities. No details on insurance,
salvage operations, well integrity status, or environmental impact assessments have
been disclosed in the source material.

The situation remains at an early and fluid stage. Norwegian service companies with
subsea inspection, salvage support, well intervention, or environmental response
capabilities should monitor developments closely. If a formal salvage or well-integrity
remediation programme is tendered, it could represent a significant service
opportunity in the region.

Why this matters to partners and clients of Saga

This incident is at a preliminary information-sharing stage — no tender or
contract has been issued. Norwegian companies with subsea inspection,
ROV services, well-integrity assessment, or environmental response
expertise should monitor the situation and consider relationship-building
with BW Energy's operational and HSE teams in Gabon. Any formal
remediation or salvage programme could generate significant near-term
service demand, but outreach to procurement is premature until scope and
contracting structures are defined.

PARTNER ANGLES

* Subsea/FPSO: ROV operators and subsea survey firms should monitor for inspection
or wreck-assessment contracts once BW Energy defines its remediation scope.

* Drilling: Well-integrity specialists should assess whether the sunken rig's connected
wellbores require intervention work, which could be tendered separately from salvage
operations.

Saga Advisory - Africa Energy Intelligence 2/3



* Service: Environmental response and oil-spill containment service providers should
engage BW Energy's HSE function now, as incident response operations may already
be under way.

* Pipeline: If subsea infrastructure near the Mayumba site is affected, pipeline
inspection and integrity firms may find scope once the full incident footprint is
assessed.

Original source: Présidence de la République - incl. communiqués du Conseil des ministres (Gabon) —
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