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President Bola Ahmed Tinubu has submitted six executive director nominations for

the Nigerian Midstream and Downstream Petroleum Regulatory Authority (NMDPRA)

to  the  Senate  for  confirmation.  Three  nominees  are  being  reappointed  to  their

positions, while three are new appointments. If confirmed, all six will serve five-year

terms  at  the  regulator  responsible  for  overseeing  Nigeria's  midstream  and

downstream petroleum sector.

The NMDPRA is  the principal  federal  body governing pipeline infrastructure,  gas

distribution, petroleum product storage, and downstream licensing across Nigeria.

Its leadership composition directly shapes the regulatory environment for companies

operating in the midstream gas transmission and downstream petroleum distribution

segments — areas of growing strategic importance as Nigeria works to monetise its

substantial gas reserves and stabilise domestic fuel supply following the removal of

petrol subsidies in 2023.

Leadership continuity at the NMDPRA is material for the investment climate facing

international  service  companies  and  operators  active  in  Nigeria.  The  three

reappointments  signal  a  degree  of  institutional  stability,  while  the  three  new

nominations  introduce  personnel  whose  regulatory  priorities  and  administrative

dispositions will take time to read. The reconfirmation process through the Senate

also  reflects  Nigeria's  ongoing  effort  to  demonstrate  governance  procedural

discipline to international partners and investors, a factor that has influenced project

timelines in the past.
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For  Norwegian  oil  and  gas  service  companies,  the  NMDPRA  is  the  licensing,

permitting, and compliance counterpart for any midstream or downstream project in

Nigeria — including gas pipeline projects, LNG trucking and distribution schemes,

and  petroleum  product  import  terminals.  Understanding  who  holds  executive

authority at the NMDPRA, and what operational mandates they carry, is foundational

intelligence  for  market  entry  or  contract  renewal  strategies.  Senate  confirmation

hearings,  if  substantive,  may  also  surface  directional  policy  signals  on  gas

infrastructure investment priorities, local content enforcement, and tariff frameworks

relevant to service company positioning.

Why this matters to partners and clients of Saga

This is a regulatory appointment, not a contract or tender — Norwegian

service companies should monitor the confirmation process and use it as a

prompt to map the incoming NMDPRA leadership ahead of any midstream or

downstream engagement in Nigeria. Relationship-building with the new

executive directors, once confirmed, is the appropriate near-term action. No

procurement outreach is warranted at this stage.

PARTNER ANGLES

Pipeline: NMDPRA governs pipeline tariffs and right-of-way approvals in Nigeria —

incoming directors' policy positions on gas transmission infrastructure will affect

project viability for pipeline service providers.

LNG: Downstream gas distribution licensing sits with NMDPRA; monitor new directors

for signals on LNG trucking, virtual pipeline schemes, and small-scale LNG terminal

permitting.

Service: Local content compliance and operating licences for midstream facilities run

through NMDPRA — service companies with Nigerian operations should map new

leadership to their regulatory touchpoints.

FPSO/Subsea: Indirect relevance only; NMDPRA's midstream remit can affect gas

offtake agreements tied to offshore associated gas projects, making leadership

continuity worth tracking.
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