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TotalEnergies farms into Nigeria's
OPL257 block
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TotalEnergies has signed a farm-out agreement with SAPETRO to support
accelerated development of block OPL257 offshore Nigeria. The agreement — a farm-
out, not yet a full development contract or FID — gives the French major a stake in
the block and positions it as a key driver of the asset's progression toward
production.

Farm-out agreements of this kind represent a meaningful step forward in an asset's
lifecycle, but they precede the engineering, procurement, and contracting phases
that would engage the broader service supply chain. Under a typical farm-out
structure, TotalEnergies will likely assume operatorship or a significant technical
role, bringing its project-development capabilities and balance sheet to bear on a
block that SAPETRO has held but required a partner to advance. The specific terms
of the equity split, work programme commitments, and any associated financial carry
have not been disclosed in the available reporting.

OPL257 is an offshore Nigerian block, though the article does not specify water depth
classification or the nature of any discoveries already made on the acreage. Nigeria's
offshore sector spans a wide range of environments — from shallow coastal waters to
deepwater and ultra-deepwater — and the technical requirements, and therefore the
service-company opportunity set, will differ substantially depending on the block's
actual configuration. Norwegian service companies should treat water-depth and
reservoir details as unconfirmed until further technical disclosure emerges from
TotalEnergies or SAPETRO.
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For context, TotalEnergies maintains a significant existing footprint in Nigeria's
offshore sector and has demonstrated a sustained appetite for Nigerian upstream
assets even as other international majors have reduced exposure. SAPETRO, a
Nigerian independent, has been an active participant in deepwater licensing, and the
partnership reflects a broader pattern in which Nigerian independents seek major-
company technical and financial partners to unlock stranded or underdeveloped
acreage. Nigeria's upstream regulatory environment, governed by the Nigerian
Upstream Petroleum Regulatory Commission under the Petroleum Industry Act
framework, has been gradually stabilising, which has encouraged renewed farm-in

activity from international operators.

At this stage — a farm-out agreement signed but no FID declared, no development
plan approved, and no tenders issued — Norwegian service companies should focus
on monitoring and early relationship-building rather than procurement engagement.
The priority action is to track TotalEnergies' project-development timeline for
OPL257, identify when a concept select or FEED process is initiated, and position
ahead of any contractor prequalification rounds that would follow.

Why this matters to partners and clients of Saga

The deal is at farm-out stage, meaning no tenders or procurement processes
are active yet — Norwegian service companies should monitor
TotalEnergies' OPL257 development timeline and seek early dialogue with
TotalEnergies Nigeria's supply-chain and project-development teams. When
concept selection and FEED are initiated, this block could generate demand
across subsea, FPSO, drilling, and well-services segments depending on
water depth and field architecture. Saga recommends registering interest
with TotalEnergies Nigeria and SAPETRO now to ensure Norwegian
suppliers are on prequalification lists ahead of any formal tendering phase.

PARTNER ANGLES

* Subsea/FPSO: Monitor OPL257's concept-select phase — if the block is deepwater,
subsea tieback or FPSO solutions will be central, and early positioning with
TotalEnergies' Nigeria projects team is advisable now.
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* Drilling: A farm-out with TotalEnergies typically precedes an appraisal or
development drilling campaign; track rig-requirement announcements from
TotalEnergies Nigeria for OPL257 as the work programme is defined.

* Well Services: Well-completion and intervention services will be required once drilling
commences; Norwegian well-services companies should engage TotalEnergies
Nigeria's supply chain team during the pre-FEED window.

* Pipeline: Depending on field location and export strategy, subsea flowline and riser
systems or pipeline-to-shore options may be evaluated during FEED — monitor
concept-selection outcomes before committing business-development resource.

* Service: Project-management, engineering, and inspection services will be needed as
TotalEnergies structures the OPL257 development programme; Norwegian
consultancies with Nigerian offshore track records should seek early introductions.
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