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Angola's Minister of Energy and Water, João Baptista Borges, held meetings in Beijing

with two major Chinese state-linked engineering groups — POWERCHINA and China

Gezhouba  —  to  advance  the  structuring  of  ongoing  bilateral  energy  and  water

projects. The discussions focused on accelerating project timelines, with the minister

explicitly demanding compliance with previously agreed deadlines.

A  specific  technical  request  emerged  from  the  meetings:  Minister  Borges  asked

POWERCHINA or China Gezhouba to submit a proposal for energy storage solutions

at two solar parks located in Benguela province. The nature and scale of those solar

installations were not specified in available reporting, nor were contract values or

completion dates disclosed. The meetings took place within the broader context of

Angola and China reaffirming their commitment to deepening bilateral cooperation

across the energy and water sectors.

The engagement reflects  Angola's  continued reliance on Chinese engineering and

financing capacity to build out its domestic power infrastructure. Angola has pursued

an  aggressive  electrification  agenda  in  recent  years,  with  solar  generation  and

hydropower forming the backbone of  its  national  energy mix.  The involvement of

POWERCHINA  and  China  Gezhouba  —  both  experienced  in  large-scale  power

generation  and  water  infrastructure  on  the  continent  —  signals  that  Chinese

contractors  remain  central  to  that  buildout,  even  as  Angola  diversifies  its

international partnerships.
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The minister's public emphasis on deadline compliance suggests that at least some of

the  projects  under  discussion  have  experienced  delays,  a  common  challenge  in

complex  infrastructure  programmes  across  the  region.  By  raising  this  concern

directly at ministerial level during a Beijing visit,  Angola is signalling that project

execution performance, not merely financing or engineering capacity, is now a key

diplomatic priority in the bilateral relationship.

The reference to energy storage proposals for the Benguela solar parks indicates

Angola  is  moving  toward  integrating  storage  with  generation  assets,  a  step  that

would improve grid reliability and reduce curtailment from intermittent renewable

sources. If a formal proposal is submitted and accepted, it could lead to procurement

activity for battery or other storage technologies. At this stage, however, no contract,

memorandum  of  understanding,  or  formal  agreement  has  been  reported  —  the

discussions  remain  at  the  level  of  project  acceleration  talks  and  a  request  for  a

technical proposal. The bilateral partnership itself was reaffirmed in principle, but no

new instruments were signed according to available reporting.

Why this matters to partners and clients of Saga

This story is at an early stage — a ministerial meeting and a request for a

technical proposal, with no contract or tender issued. Norwegian service

companies should monitor for any formal procurement or EOI that follows if

a storage proposal is accepted. Relationship-building with Angolan energy

ministry counterparts and awareness of POWERCHINA and China

Gezhouba's supply chain practices in Angola would be useful groundwork at

this point.

PARTNER ANGLES

Service: Track the energy storage proposal request for Benguela solar parks as a

potential future procurement opportunity for grid-integration engineering and

commissioning services.

Subsea/FPSO: No direct offshore angle in this story; monitor for downstream power

demand growth that could affect electrification of offshore and port facilities.

• 

• 
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Pipeline: Expanding power infrastructure in Benguela province may create ancillary

demand for utility pipeline and fluid management services; monitor project scope as it

is defined.

LNG: Angola's domestic electrification push using solar and storage reduces reliance

on gas-to-power, but LNG players should track whether storage integration changes

the country's gas demand profile.

Original source: Mercado (Angola) →
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