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A high-voltage electricity interconnector linking Zambia and Tanzania is scheduled to
enter operation in 2029, connecting two of Africa's major regional power pools and
enabling cross-border electricity trade of up to 500 megawatts. The project will
physically bridge the Southern African Power Pool and the Eastern Africa Power Pool,
creating a transmission corridor that spans the border between the two countries.

The interconnector represents a significant piece of regional energy infrastructure,
as the two power pools have historically operated as separate systems with limited
ability to share generation capacity. By joining them through a single high-voltage
line, Zambia would gain both an export route for surplus power during periods of
high generation and an import option during shortfalls — a flexibility that carries
particular weight given Zambia's recurring vulnerability to hydropower deficits
driven by drought cycles on the Zambezi and Kafue river systems.

Zambia's power sector has faced sustained pressure in recent years, with load-
shedding affecting households and industry as reservoir levels at key hydropower
stations have dropped below operational thresholds. The ability to trade up to 500
MW across the Tanzania interconnector could provide a material buffer, reducing
dependence on any single generation source and improving system resilience. For
Tanzania, connection to the Southern African Power Pool opens a comparable set of
trading options with a larger and more established regional electricity market.

The 2029 target places the project within a broader wave of cross-border

transmission investment across sub-Saharan Africa, where power pool integration
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has become a central pillar of energy planning. Multilateral development finance
institutions have consistently backed such interconnectors as instruments for
improving energy access and regional economic integration. No financing details,
contractor awards, or construction timelines for individual project phases were

specified in available reporting.

The line's route and the specific voltage level of the interconnector were not
disclosed in current reporting. Progress toward the 2029 operational date will
depend on land access agreements, environmental permitting, procurement, and the
mobilisation of construction resources across two national jurisdictions — a process
that has historically introduced delays in comparable regional transmission projects.

Why this matters to partners and clients of Saga

This is a power transmission infrastructure project with no direct oil and
gas, subsea, or LNG component. Norwegian service companies in Saga's
core segments should monitor for any associated substation or grid-
hardening works that may require specialist engineering, but no
procurement outreach is warranted at this stage. The project is best tracked
for the broader Zambia and Tanzania investment climate signal it provides.

PARTNER ANGLES

* Service: Engineering consultancies with high-voltage transmission or grid integration
experience could monitor early-stage technical advisory and feasibility tender notices
from Zambia's ZESCO or Tanzania's TANESCO.

* Pipeline: Corridor development for the transmission line may open parallel rights-of-
way discussions relevant to any future gas or petroleum pipeline planning in the same

geographic zone.

* Subsea/FPSO: No direct relevance at this stage; monitor for any offshore generation
or export infrastructure linked to Tanzanian gas-to-power schemes that could interact
with this corridor.

Original source: Energies Media -
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https://energies-media.com/zambie-lexploitation-de-linterconnexion-electrique-avec-la-tanzanie-prevue-en-2029/
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