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Hydrocarbons at Nya Gyidie-1X Well

Saga deep read - 11 November 2026 - Score 74

Ghana has recorded its first offshore hydrocarbon discovery since 2021, with the Nya
Gyidie-1X well confirming hydrocarbons in carbonate rock — a reservoir type new to
the country's exploration portfolio. The find breaks a five-year discovery gap and
opens a potentially distinct geological play in Ghanaian waters.

The Nya Gyidie-1X well is the centrepiece of the announcement, with hydrocarbons
identified in carbonate formations rather than the sandstone reservoirs that have
characterised Ghana's existing producing fields. Carbonate plays carry different
development and production characteristics, and this discovery signals that Ghana's
deepwater acreage may hold prospectivity beyond what conventional exploration
models have previously targeted.

The discovery arrives against a difficult production backdrop. Ghana has experienced
six consecutive years of declining oil output, a trend that has weighed on government
revenues and investor confidence in the country's upstream sector. A new find —
particularly one in a reservoir type that expands the geological understanding of the
basin — provides a material reappraisal opportunity, though the path from well result
to development decision involves substantial further appraisal work, resource

quantification, and commerciality assessment.

The article does not specify water depth, block identity, operator, or the other parties
holding working interests in the licence. No appraisal programme timeline or
resource estimate has been disclosed at this stage. The discovery therefore remains
at an early technical confirmation phase, and no development instrument — whether
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a concept select, field development plan, or final investment decision — has been
announced.

For Ghana's upstream sector, the significance of the Nya Gyidie-1X result lies as
much in its geological implications as in any near-term production impact. If
carbonate reservoirs can be demonstrated to hold commercial volumes, the country's
exploration map effectively widens, potentially attracting renewed interest from
operators and farm-in partners who may have deprioritised Ghanaian acreage during
the production decline. The government and Ghana National Petroleum Corporation
will be watching closely to determine whether further carbonate-focused drilling can
be justified across adjacent licences.

No commercial agreements, contracts, or tenders have been associated with this
discovery at this stage. Further appraisal drilling and technical evaluation will be
required before any procurement or development activity is initiated.

Why this matters to partners and clients of Saga

This is an early-stage well result with no appraisal programme, resource
estimate, or development instrument announced. Norwegian service
companies should monitor technical publications and operator disclosures
for appraisal well announcements before any outreach. Relationship-building
with GNPC and active operators in Ghanaian deepwater is the appropriate

near-term posture.

PARTNER ANGLES

* Subsea: Monitor appraisal phase closely — carbonate reservoir development may
require distinct subsea completion and wellhead configurations compared to Ghana's
existing sandstone fields.

* Drilling: An appraisal campaign following the Nya Gyidie-1X result would generate
demand for deepwater drilling units; track operator announcements for rig tender
activity.

* FPSO: If appraisal confirms commercial volumes, a standalone or tieback FPSO
solution will be evaluated; early concept engagement with the eventual operator is
advisable once appraisal results are public.
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* Well Services: Carbonate reservoir characterisation requires specialist logging,
coring, and testing services — position with operators active in Ghanaian deepwater
ahead of any appraisal programme.
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