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Mozambique's Prime Minister Benvinda Levi opened the First Africa Gas & LNG
Summit 2026 in Maputo this week, using her keynote address to argue that African
nations must move beyond raw resource extraction and transform natural resources
into wealth within their own borders. The summit, which runs through Friday, brings
together stakeholders to debate the continent's gas and LNG sector and its role in

driving economic and sustainable development.

Levi's remarks reflect a policy posture increasingly common among African heads of
government: that commodity revenues alone are insufficient and that in-country
processing, industrialisation, and value addition must become central to energy
development strategies. While she did not announce specific projects, legislation, or
investment commitments during the opening session, her address sets the political
tone for discussions at a gathering that spans multiple African producer and
consumer markets.

The choice of Maputo as host carries symbolic weight. Mozambique holds some of the
largest proven natural gas reserves on the continent, concentrated in the Rovuma
Basin, and has been at the centre of LNG development ambitions for more than a
decade. The country has faced significant security challenges in Cabo Delgado
province that have delayed major upstream projects, making the summit an
opportunity for Mozambique to reassert its profile as a destination for LNG
investment and to engage regional partners on the terms under which that
investment should proceed.
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The Africa Gas & LNG Summit 2026 format — debates, ministerial panels, and
industry sessions — suggests a broad agenda covering upstream licensing, gas-to-
power, regional gas trade, and the conditions under which international capital might
return to stalled Mozambican projects. The first edition of the summit, described as a
landmark event in the Maputo context, is likely to generate policy signals that will
shape how governments and operators frame project timelines and fiscal terms in the
near term.

For the LNG supply chain, the summit's emphasis on in-country transformation raises
practical questions about local content requirements, infrastructure investment, and
the role of service companies in building domestic processing capacity. Whether the
political rhetoric at the summit translates into concrete regulatory or fiscal changes
will depend on follow-up action from participating governments and the appetite of
international operators to re-engage with projects that have faced delays. The
proceedings through Friday are expected to produce a set of recommendations or
declarations that industry observers will monitor for signals on the direction of
African gas policy.

Why this matters to partners and clients of Saga

This is a policy and dialogue event, not a contract or tender; Norwegian
service companies should monitor summit declarations and any follow-on
regulatory announcements for signals on local content rules, licensing
rounds, or project restarts in Mozambique and neighbouring gas producers.
Relationship-building with Mozambican government officials and NOC
representatives attending the summit is appropriate at this stage. No
procurement outreach is warranted until concrete project decisions or
tenders emerge.

PARTNER ANGLES

* LNG: Track summit declarations for any policy shifts on LNG processing mandates or
fiscal terms that could affect Rovuma Basin project timelines and offtake structures.

* Subsea/FPSO: Monitor for signals on restart of stalled offshore LNG projects in
Mozambique where subsea infrastructure and floating production decisions remain
pending.
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* Drilling: Watch for licensing-round announcements or exploration programme
updates that may emerge from ministerial sessions at the summit.

* Pipeline: Summit focus on regional gas trade and in-country transformation could
generate early-stage interest in gas pipeline and processing infrastructure across East
and Southern Africa.

* Service: Local content emphasis from Levi's address suggests future tenders in
Mozambique may carry stronger in-country value requirements; early engagement
with local partners is advisable.

Original source: Radio Mocambique - Economia (Mozambique) -
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