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A floating production, storage and offloading vessel destined for Nigerian
independent operator Oriental Resources has been caught in a traffic backlog at the
Strait of Hormuz, according to Africa Oil+Gas Report. The vessel, named EMEM, is
intended to serve as the production platform for Oriental Resources' offshore
operations in Nigeria, but its transit has been disrupted by congestion at one of the
world's most strategically critical maritime chokepoints.

The Strait of Hormuz, which connects the Persian Gulf to the Gulf of Oman, is a high-
traffic corridor for vessels transiting between Asian shipyards and drydock facilities
— where FPSOs are commonly built or refurbished — and their final deployment
locations. Delays at this passage can have significant knock-on effects for project
timelines, with upstream commissioning schedules, first-oil targets, and associated
service contracts all potentially pushed back as a consequence.

For Oriental Resources, a Nigerian independent, securing and deploying the EMEM
represents a significant capital undertaking. FPSO vessels are central to Nigeria's
offshore production model, enabling operators to produce, process, store, and offload
hydrocarbons without fixed seabed infrastructure. Any protracted delay in EMEM's
arrival at its Nigerian deployment location will directly defer production ramp-up and
revenue generation for the company. The article does not specify the block location,
water depth, or anticipated production volumes associated with the EMEM
deployment.

The incident highlights a broader logistical vulnerability that affects African offshore
developments reliant on vessels transiting from Asian construction or refurbishment
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yards. Geopolitical tensions, port congestion, and competing vessel traffic in the
Hormuz corridor represent operational risks that project planners and service
contractors must increasingly factor into their scheduling assumptions. For Nigerian
independents operating with tighter capital structures than international majors,
such delays carry disproportionate financial and reputational weight.

Norwegian service companies tracking Nigeria's FPSO sector should note that delays
of this nature typically compress downstream activity timelines once the vessel does
arrive — creating bursts of accelerated procurement and mobilisation demand as
operators attempt to recover lost schedule. Monitoring EMEM's progress and

Oriental Resources' contracting posture in the coming months is warranted.

Why this matters to partners and clients of Saga

Norwegian FPSO and subsea service companies should monitor the EMEM
deployment closely, as vessel arrival and commissioning typically triggers a
concentrated wave of hook-up, topside, and marine services procurement.
Companies with Nigeria operational presence or established relationships
with Oriental Resources are best positioned to engage as the vessel clears
transit delays. This is a situation to track rather than act on immediately,
with contracting opportunities likely to crystallise once a revised first-oil

timeline is confirmed.

PARTNER ANGLES

* FPSO: Hook-up, commissioning, and marine warranty surveying services will be
required once EMEM arrives at its Nigerian deployment location — Norwegian FPSO
specialists should engage Oriental Resources now to position ahead of compressed
timelines.

* Subsea: Subsea tie-in and umbilical installation scopes linked to EMEM's production
ramp-up may face accelerated tendering once the vessel's arrival date is confirmed;
early dialogue with the operator is advisable.

* Drilling: Production drilling or well-readiness campaigns associated with the EMEM
field will need to be sequenced around the revised FPSO arrival schedule, creating
potential rig scheduling opportunities.
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* Service: Inspection, maintenance, and operational readiness services for EMEM's
topsides and offloading systems represent near-term opportunities for Norwegian well-
services and integrity management firms active in Nigeria.

Original source: Africa Oil+Gas Report -
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