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French President Emmanuel Macron has joined a growing chorus of high-profile
stakeholders calling for a pause in the implementation of EU methane equivalence
rules. However, industry observers and analysts are clear that such calls should not
be interpreted by African hydrocarbon producers as a signal to delay action on
methane emissions management. The Africa Oil+Gas Report flags this as a critical
distinction for producing nations and their upstream partners.

The EU methane regulation, which imposes equivalence requirements on
hydrocarbon imports entering the European market, has been a source of concern for
African producers who rely heavily on European off-take agreements. The regulation
effectively requires that gas and oil exported to the EU meet methane emissions
performance standards comparable to those applied to domestic European
producers. For African nations whose infrastructure, monitoring capacity, and
regulatory frameworks may not yet be calibrated to these standards, the compliance
burden is substantial.

While a pause in enforcement timelines — if granted — would offer some short-term
relief on the regulatory calendar, the underlying direction of EU energy import policy
is not changing. European buyers, financiers, and project developers are increasingly
embedding methane performance criteria into long-term supply agreements, project
financing conditions, and partnership terms. African producers who treat a potential

pause as a reason to defer investment in emissions monitoring, leak detection, and
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flaring reduction infrastructure do so at significant commercial risk. The reputational
and market-access consequences of non-compliance will outlast any temporary
regulatory reprieve.

For upstream operators across Sub-Saharan Africa — whether producing associated
gas, developing LNG export projects, or managing pipeline infrastructure — the
practical implication is that methane measurement, reporting, and verification (MRV)
systems need to be developed now, not when enforcement resumes. This is
particularly relevant for LNG projects targeting European markets, where cargo-level
methane intensity data is increasingly expected by buyers. Pipeline exporters and
FPSO operators handling associated gas face similar scrutiny on flaring volumes and

fugitive emissions.

The broader investment climate dimension is also relevant. Development finance
institutions and international oil companies with European shareholder bases are
applying methane performance screens to new project approvals and equity
decisions. African national oil companies and their international partners cannot
afford to allow a regulatory pause to slow down the internal governance and
technical work required to meet these standards. The commercial window for gas
projects targeting Europe remains open, but it is narrowing for producers who

cannot demonstrate credible emissions performance.

Why this matters to partners and clients of Saga

Norwegian service companies with methane monitoring, emissions
measurement, and flaring reduction capabilities are directly relevant here —
African operators will need third-party technical support to build MRV
systems that satisfy EU equivalence requirements. Companies in the well
services, subsea, and FPSO segments should proactively engage upstream
clients in gas-producing countries about emissions compliance as a near-
term service opportunity. This is a monitor-and-position moment: the

regulatory direction is clear even if timing remains uncertain.
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PARTNER ANGLES

* LNG: LNG project developers targeting EU off-take should engage Norwegian
measurement and verification specialists now to establish cargo-level methane
intensity reporting ahead of enforcement resumption.

* FPSO: FPSO operators managing associated gas on African assets face direct scrutiny
on flaring and fugitive emissions and should assess Norwegian emissions monitoring
technology integration.

* Pipeline: Pipeline operators exporting gas toward European markets need leak
detection and MRV infrastructure that meets EU equivalence standards — a concrete
service entry point for Norwegian suppliers.

* Service: Well services companies with flaring reduction or gas capture technology
should position this capability as a compliance solution for African upstream operators
facing EU import requirements.

* Subsea: Subsea infrastructure operators handling gas export systems should evaluate
emissions performance monitoring as part of existing integrity and asset management
service offerings.
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