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Angola's seventh Angola Oil & Gas (AOG) international conference and exhibition
opened on 9 September at the Talatona Convention Centre (CCTA) in Luanda, with
organisers highlighting a cluster of advances across the country's energy sector. The
headline technical development announced at the inaugural session was a new oil
discovery at Block 15, alongside progress on national refining capacity expansion and
the formalisation of several strategic agreements. The conference serves as Angola's
primary platform for connecting government, Sonangol, international operators, and
the global oilfield services supply chain.

The Block 15 discovery is the most operationally significant item to emerge from the
opening session. Block 15 has historically been one of Angola's most prolific
deepwater production areas, and a new find there signals continued exploration
upside in the country's established offshore heartland. The source article does not
specify the operator, the nature of the discovery well, estimated resource volumes, or
the exact block classification, so those details remain to be confirmed through formal
operator disclosures or regulatory announcements.

The refining capacity announcement points to Angola's ongoing push to process more
of its own crude domestically, reducing dependence on imported refined products. No
specific project name, capacity figures, or investment quantum were provided in the
available summary, but capacity additions of this kind typically involve significant
procurement of engineering, construction, and process equipment — a supply chain
that Norwegian industrial and energy service firms have historically competed in
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across West Africa. The strategic agreements formalised at the opening session were

not individually named in the source material.

AOG 2026 itself is a key commercial calendar event for the Angolan upstream. For
service and equipment companies already active in-country or seeking entry, the
conference represents the most concentrated opportunity of the year to engage
directly with decision-makers from Sonangol, the Ministry of Mineral Resources and
Petroleum, and the international operators holding Angolan acreage. Exhibition floor
presence and structured side meetings remain the primary commercial tools at this
stage of the procurement cycle.

With Angola targeting production stabilisation and incremental growth after years of
output decline, the government has signalled consistent support for attracting new
investment rounds, accelerating marginal field development, and deepening local
content partnerships. The AOG platform is the institutional expression of that
strategy. Norwegian companies tracking Angolan opportunity flow should note that
while the Block 15 discovery and the refining announcements are early-stage signals
rather than procurement events, they are directional indicators of where capital will
be deployed over the next licensing and FEED cycle.

Why this matters to partners and clients of Saga

The Block 15 discovery and refining capacity expansion are both at the
announcement stage — no tenders, FIDs, or signed contracts are confirmed
in the source — so the appropriate action for Norwegian service companies
is active monitoring and relationship-building at AOG 2026 itself rather than
procurement outreach. Norwegian firms with Angola operator relationships
or Sonangol contacts should use the conference window for intelligence
gathering on upcoming licensing rounds and FEED timelines. As details on
the Block 15 find and refinery projects are formalised, Saga will track
procurement entry points for subsea, FPSO, drilling, and process

engineering segments.
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PARTNER ANGLES

* Subsea/FPSO: A new Block 15 discovery — historically deepwater — is an early signal
to monitor for future subsea tie-back, flowline, and FPSO scope; no procurement is
open yet but operator engagement at AOG is timely.

* Drilling: Any appraisal and development drilling programme following the Block 15
find will require rig capacity and well services; Norwegian drilling contractors should
flag Angola on their business development radar now.

* Pipeline: Domestic refining capacity expansion typically requires associated product
pipeline and terminal infrastructure; Norwegian pipeline engineering firms should
monitor project definition announcements from Sonangol and the ministry.

* LNG: Angola's broader energy investment drive referenced at AOG may encompass
gas monetisation tied to associated production; LNG and gas processing specialists
should use conference contacts to assess whether gas handling scope is embedded in
current operator plans.

* Service: AOG 2026 is the primary in-country networking event; Norwegian well-
services and inspection/maintenance firms not yet present in Angola should assess
exhibition or delegation participation before the conference closes.

Original source: Sonangol -
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