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ADES lands four jackup contracts
offshore Nigeria

Saga deep read - 17 April 2026 - Score 74

ADES has secured three new jackup drilling contracts offshore Nigeria and extended
a fourth, marking a significant commercial push by the Egypt-based drilling
contractor in West Africa's most active rig market. The awards confirm sustained
operator demand for mobile offshore drilling units in Nigerian waters, where jackup
activity has remained a primary driver of near-term production maintenance and

development work.

The article does not specify the operators behind the contracts, the individual rig
names deployed, contract durations, or the financial value of the awards. What is
confirmed is that all four contracts involve jackup rigs — the workhorse unit type for
shallow-water operations — and that the extension of a fourth contract indicates
ADES already had an established operational footprint in Nigeria prior to these latest
wins. This continuity is commercially significant: repeat business and extensions in a
competitive market signal operator confidence in the contractor's performance and
local execution capability.

Nigeria remains one of the most active drilling markets on the African continent,
underpinned by both international oil company activity and growing indigenous
operator programmes. Jackup demand in the country is driven by the shallow-water
Niger Delta shelf, where numerous producing and development fields require
ongoing well intervention, infill drilling, and new well campaigns. The pace of
contracting activity in recent months suggests operators are accelerating
programmes ahead of project deadlines and in response to sustained oil prices that
support short-cycle drilling investment.
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For Norwegian service companies tracking West African opportunities, the ADES
contract cluster is an early-stage market signal rather than a direct procurement
trigger. These are signed contracts, meaning rig mobilisation, well planning, and
associated service procurement will follow — but the specific scope of well services,
cementing, completion equipment, or subsea work packages has not yet been
disclosed. The window for supplier engagement is opening, but the precise
procurement timeline remains uncertain until operator and well programme details
become public.

Norwegian companies with established Nigeria in-country presence — or those with
existing relationships with ADES as a drilling contractor — are best positioned to act
first. ADES operates across the Middle East and Africa and has a procurement
structure that Norwegian well-service, drilling-fluid, and completion-technology firms
have engaged with in other markets. Firms not yet on ADES's approved vendor list
should treat this news as a prompt to initiate qualification conversations rather than
waiting for a specific tender notice.

Why this matters to partners and clients of Saga

These are signed drilling contracts, meaning well-services procurement will
follow — Norwegian companies offering cementing, drilling fluids,
completions, or wellhead equipment should initiate or refresh supplier
qualification with ADES now. Partners without an existing ADES relationship
should prioritise vendor registration and introductory engagement before
individual well programmes are locked in. Monitor for operator identities
and well programme announcements, which will define the precise service
scope and timeline.

PARTNER ANGLES

* Drilling: ADES's expanded Nigeria jackup fleet creates a concrete opening for
Norwegian drilling-equipment and BOP-service firms to seek vendor approval with a
contractor actively scaling West Africa operations.

* Service: Cementing, drilling fluids, and well-integrity service providers should contact
ADES procurement to confirm approved-vendor status ahead of well programme kick-
off on the newly contracted rigs.
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* Subsea/FPSO: Monitor for operator identities behind the four contracts — if IOC or
NPDC-linked programmes emerge, subsea tie-back or FPSO offloading scopes may
follow later-phase development wells.

* Pipeline: Shallow-water jackup programmes in the Niger Delta can trigger associated
pipeline and flowline work; track well results and field development plan updates for

follow-on infrastructure tenders.

Original source: Google News query: Nigeria rig contract / FID -
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