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capacity expansion
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Equatorial Guinea's state gas company SONAGAS G.E. is actively exploring options to
expand the processing capacity of the Punta Europa LNG plant, the company
announced at a press conference held in Cape Town during African Energy Week
(AEW) 2026. The disclosure signals that Punta Europa — one of sub-Saharan Africa's
established LNG export facilities — may be entering a new investment phase, though

no specific expansion instrument, project scope, or timeline has been confirmed at

this stage.
The press conference format and language used — "exploring options" and "various
options currently being considered" — places this firmly at the pre-FID

reconnaissance stage. No MoU, block award, or contract has been announced.
SONAGAS has not disclosed capacity targets, capital expenditure figures, potential
project partners, or a preferred technical concept. What the announcement does
confirm is that the expansion conversation has moved into the public domain at a
senior level, which typically precedes formal tendering or partner solicitation by
months to years in West African LNG projects.

Punta Europa is the hub for Equatorial Guinea's existing LNG operations. Any
capacity expansion would likely require significant upstream feed-gas commitments
to justify new liquefaction trains or debottlenecking works, alongside potential
upgrades to gas processing, compression, and marine loading infrastructure. The
complexity of such projects in Atlantic-facing West Africa means that the engineering,
procurement, and construction cycle — once an investment decision is made —
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routinely involves international service companies across subsea tiebacks, topside
modifications, and specialist LNG process engineering.

For now, SONAGAS has placed the market on notice that Punta Europa expansion is
on the agenda. Norwegian service companies with LNG process, subsea, and offshore
infrastructure credentials should treat this as an early monitoring signal rather than
an actionable procurement opportunity. The appropriate near-term response is to
track SONAGAS communications, engage through AEW and industry forums, and
ensure visibility with Equatorial Guinea's Ministry of Mines and Hydrocarbons and
SONAGAS commercial teams ahead of any formal tender or partner solicitation

process.

Why this matters to partners and clients of Saga

This is a pre-FID exploration of options — no contract, tender, or MoU has
been announced — so Norwegian service companies should monitor closely
but not approach procurement channels yet. The right move now is
relationship-building with SONAGAS G.E. and Equatorial Guinea's Ministry
of Mines and Hydrocarbons, and ensuring presence at forums such as
African Energy Week where these discussions surface. Companies with LNG
process engineering, debottlenecking, or Atlantic West Africa offshore
credentials should begin positioning early given the long lead times typical
of LNG capacity projects.

PARTNER ANGLES

* LNG: Monitor SONAGAS for scope definition on liquefaction train expansion or
debottlenecking at Punta Europa; begin early engagement to position proprietary LNG
process or compression technology.

* Subsea/FPSO: Any upstream feed-gas expansion to supply new LNG capacity could
require subsea tiebacks or new offshore production infrastructure — track upstream
licensing activity linked to this initiative.

* Pipeline: Expanded LNG throughput may necessitate onshore and nearshore gas
gathering and transfer pipeline upgrades; monitor SONAGAS project definition for
pipeline scope opportunities.
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* Drilling: Incremental LNG capacity will require additional feed-gas reserves; watch
for associated exploration or appraisal drilling campaigns that SONAGAS or block
operators may launch in Equatorial Guinea.

» Service: Early-stage concept studies and FEED contracts for plant expansion are
typically where specialist engineering service firms gain entry — establish technical
dialogue with SONAGAS before formal tender processes open.

Original source: SONAGAS G.E. - Blog/Naoticias (Equatorial Guinea) -
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