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Norwegian operator BW Energy has taken a Final Investment Decision (FID) on the
Bourdon offshore oil field development in Gabon, committing approximately $300
million to bring the project forward. The FID marks a significant milestone for the
Oslo-listed independent, which has built its upstream portfolio around the Gabon
shelf through a series of incremental development campaigns. Bourdon represents
the next phase in that strategy, adding a new producing asset to what BW Energy has
positioned as a low-cost, tieback-oriented operating model.

The Bourdon development is an offshore project, though the article does not specify
water depth or block classification. BW Energy has consistently pursued a brownfield
and near-field development approach in Gabon, leveraging existing infrastructure to
reduce capital intensity and shorten time-to-first-oil. A $300 million commitment at
FID signals that Bourdon is a material, standalone development rather than a simple
tie-back, likely requiring dedicated subsurface and surface infrastructure.

Gabon remains one of the more stable upstream jurisdictions in Sub-Saharan Africa
for mid-tier independents. The country has a long history of offshore oil production,
an established regulatory framework, and existing port and logistics infrastructure
that reduces execution risk. For a company of BW Energy's scale — often described
as a Norwegian minnow relative to the majors — securing FID on a $300 million
project underlines both the quality of the Bourdon resource and the company's ability
to attract financing in a tighter capital environment.
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From a service industry perspective, an FID of this size in offshore Gabon will
generate a discrete and near-term procurement cycle. Drilling, well services, subsea
equipment, and marine construction scopes are all plausible depending on the
development concept chosen, though the article does not specify the production
concept or the number of wells planned. Norwegian service companies with existing
West Africa presence or prior Gabon experience are best positioned to engage early
in the tendering process, given BW Energy's own Norwegian roots and familiarity
with North Sea-heritage contractors.

The timing is relevant. With oil prices providing reasonable project economics and
BW Energy having now committed capital, contractor engagement and front-end
engineering work should be advancing. Partners and suppliers monitoring the Gabon
market should treat this FID as a near-term commercial signal rather than a watch-
and-wait situation. BW Energy's track record of phased, capital-disciplined
development in Gabon suggests the company will move methodically but without
unnecessary delay once FID is confirmed.

Why this matters to partners and clients of Saga

BW Energy's Norwegian identity and North Sea operational heritage make it
a natural counterpart for Norwegian service companies seeking to re-engage
or expand in West Africa. The $300 million FID creates concrete, near-term
tendering opportunities across drilling, subsea, and marine segments that
Norwegian firms should begin tracking immediately. Given BW Energy's
capital-disciplined approach, competitive and technically credible bids from
familiar Norwegian suppliers will carry weight.

PARTNER ANGLES

* Drilling: A $300 million offshore FID will require well planning and likely a drilling
campaign — Norwegian drilling contractors and well services firms with West Africa
mobilisation capability should initiate early dialogue with BW Energy's procurement

team.

* Subsea/FPSO: Depending on the chosen production concept, subsea equipment,
flowlines, or an FPSO solution may be required — Norwegian subsea and floating
production specialists should monitor the development concept announcement closely.
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* Pipeline: Offshore field development in Gabon may require infield or export pipeline
infrastructure — Norwegian pipeline engineering and installation firms should assess
scope once the development plan is published.

* Service: BW Energy's preference for lean, brownfield-style execution favours service
companies that can offer integrated, cost-efficient packages — Norwegian well
services and inspection firms with Gabon or broader West Africa presence are well
positioned to bid.

Original source: Africa Oil+Gas Report -
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