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ReconAfrica drills horizontal sidetrack
at Kavango West 1X
Saga deep read · 20 October 2026 · Score 74

ReconAfrica has commenced drilling a horizontal sidetrack at its Kavango West 1X

(KW1X)  well  in  Namibia's  Kavango  Basin,  following  receipt  of  final  regulatory

approvals.  The  operation  marks  a  technically  significant  step  for  the  company's

onshore Namibia programme, moving from vertical appraisal into a horizontal well

configuration designed to improve formation contact and test productive potential.

To initiate the sidetrack, production casing was pulled back to a vertical depth of

2,289 metres, at which point an open-hole whipstock was set to kick off the horizontal

leg. Drilling of the sidetrack is scheduled to take approximately one month. The well

design  targets  formations  identified  during  earlier  vertical  drilling  at  the  KW1X

location, though the article does not specify reservoir intervals or projected lateral

lengths.

The Kavango Basin is a large sedimentary basin straddling Namibia and Botswana.

ReconAfrica  holds  exploration  rights  in  the  Namibian  portion  and  has  been

conducting a multi-well campaign to establish the basin's hydrocarbon prospectivity.

The move to a  horizontal  sidetrack at  KW1X suggests  the company is  seeking to

characterise flow potential more precisely before committing to further appraisal or

development decisions. Regulatory approval for the sidetrack, which was required

before operations could begin, has now been granted by Namibian authorities.

For the broader Namibian upstream landscape,  KW1X is an onshore frontier play

distinct from the high-profile deepwater Orange Basin discoveries that have drawn

international attention. ReconAfrica's horizontal sidetrack programme represents a
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lower-profile but technically meaningful data point for onshore Namibia's resource

potential.  Results  from  this  one-month  operation  are  expected  to  inform  the

company's next steps in the basin.

Why this matters to partners and clients of Saga

This is an active drilling operation at the exploration-appraisal stage — no

contract award or FID has been announced, so procurement outreach is

premature. Norwegian directional drilling and well-services specialists

(MWD/LWD, whipstock and sidetrack tooling) should monitor progress and

results closely, as a successful horizontal sidetrack could trigger further

campaign activity with associated service demand. Relationship-building

with ReconAfrica's drilling team and their contracted rig operator is the

appropriate near-term action.

PARTNER ANGLES

Drilling: Horizontal sidetrack operations require directional drilling tools and MWD/

LWD services — Norwegian well-services firms should track KW1X results as a

potential entry point if the campaign expands.

Service: Whipstock setting and casing-exit services are central to this sidetrack;

specialist Norwegian well-intervention companies should log ReconAfrica as a future

prospect once appraisal confirms further drilling.

Subsea/FPSO: Premature at this stage — KW1X is an onshore frontier exploration

well; FPSO and subsea players should hold watching brief only until commerciality is

established.

Pipeline: Onshore pipeline and production infrastructure opportunities remain distant

but are worth monitoring if horizontal results demonstrate sustained flow rates across

the Kavango acreage.

Original source: Drilling Contractor →

• 

• 

• 

• 

Saga Advisory

Saga Advisory · Africa Energy Intelligence 2 / 3

https://drillingcontractor.org/reconafrica-starts-horizontal-sidetrack-at-kavango-west-1x-in-namibia-80387
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