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Namibia President tours Luanda
Refinery in Angola energy push
Saga deep read · 20 October 2026 · Score 50

Namibian  President  Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah  visited  the  Luanda  Refinery  on  20

October  2026,  in  a  diplomatic  engagement  focused  on  deepening  energy-sector

cooperation between Angola and Namibia. The visit was framed by Angola's Ministry

of  Mineral  Resources,  Petroleum  and  Gas  (MIREMPET)  as  part  of  the  broader

relations  of  friendship,  fraternity  and  cooperation  between  the  two  neighbouring

states, with the energy sector identified as a priority area.

The Luanda Refinery is Angola's principal downstream processing facility, operated

under the Sonangol group, and its inclusion in a head-of-state itinerary signals that

refining  capacity,  fuel  supply,  and  downstream  integration  are  on  the  bilateral

agenda.  Namibia  has  been  accelerating  its  own  upstream development  following

significant offshore discoveries in recent years, and Angolan refining expertise and

infrastructure could become relevant as Namibia weighs how to handle future crude

production  domestically  or  regionally.  No  specific  agreements,  memoranda  of

understanding, or contracts were announced in connection with this visit.

The  diplomatic  signal  is  nonetheless  meaningful.  Angola  is  one  of  Africa's  most

established oil producers and has invested in refinery modernisation and downstream

expansion.  For  Namibia  — which  currently  lacks  domestic  refining  capacity  — a

closer  relationship  with  Luanda  could  inform  future  decisions  on  fuel  import

arrangements,  potential  crude  swap  structures,  or  longer-term  investment  in

downstream infrastructure. The visit also takes place against a regional backdrop in

which  southern  African  states  are  increasingly  examining  energy  security  and

industrial beneficiation of hydrocarbon resources.
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At this stage, the engagement remains at the level of a high-level diplomatic visit with

no binding instrument confirmed. Norwegian service companies should treat this as

an  early  indicator  of  intensifying  Angola-Namibia  energy  ties  rather  than  an

actionable procurement signal. The story is worth monitoring, particularly if follow-

on  announcements  emerge  around  refinery  investment,  technical  assistance

agreements, or joint downstream projects between the two countries.

Why this matters to partners and clients of Saga

This is a diplomatic visit with no contract, MoU, or tender confirmed, so

procurement outreach is premature. Norwegian companies active in Angolan

downstream or with Namibian upstream exposure should monitor the

bilateral relationship for any follow-on technical cooperation agreements or

downstream investment announcements. Relationship-building with

MIREMPET and Sonangol contacts in Angola remains the appropriate near-

term action.

PARTNER ANGLES

Subsea/FPSO: Monitor whether Angola-Namibia cooperation extends to offshore

infrastructure sharing or FPSO utilisation agreements tied to Namibian upstream

development.

LNG: Watch for any downstream gas or LNG component emerging from bilateral

energy talks, given both countries' interest in monetising hydrocarbon resources.

Pipeline: Regional fuel supply and pipeline connectivity between Angola and Namibia

could become a follow-on theme if downstream cooperation agreements are

formalised.

Service: Refinery technical services and maintenance contractors with Angola

experience should track whether Namibia seeks Angolan refining expertise that could

open indirect service opportunities.

Original source: MIREMPET - Ministério dos Recursos Minerais, Petróleo e Gás (Angola) →

• 

• 

• 

• 

Saga Advisory · Africa Energy Intelligence 2 / 3

https://mirempet.gov.ao/web/noticias/presidente-da-namibia-visita-refinaria-de-luanda
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