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Eni drills six wells offshore
Mozambique, targets 2028 LNG start

Saga deep read - 16 October 2026 - Score 82

Eni plans to begin drilling up to six development wells offshore Mozambique in
November, targeting first LNG production in 2028, according to reporting from
African Economy Inc. The Italian major's drilling campaign marks a concrete
operational step forward for a project that has faced prolonged delays tied to security
conditions in Cabo Delgado province and broader financing challenges across the
Mozambique LNG landscape.

The November spud date signals that Eni is pressing ahead with its Coral South
floating LNG development or associated offshore work with sufficient confidence to
commit to a multi-well campaign. Drilling up to six development wells represents a
significant capital commitment and suggests the project's subsurface and surface
engineering is sufficiently mature to move from appraisal toward production-
readiness. A 2028 production target gives the project roughly three years of
execution runway from the current drilling start, a timeline that will drive
procurement and contracting activity across multiple service segments in the near

term.

Mozambique holds some of the largest gas discoveries made globally in the past two
decades, and Eni's offshore block has been among the more operationally advanced
given the Coral Sul FLNG vessel, which delivered its first cargo in 2022. The new
development drilling campaign appears aimed at sustaining or expanding the
resource base supporting that infrastructure, or at advancing a next phase of
development toward the 2028 milestone cited by the company. The article does not
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specify water depths, block designations, or the identity of the drilling contractor
engaged for the campaign.

The 2028 LNG start target places this project on a timeline that is commercially
significant for offtakers, financiers, and the Mozambican government, which depends
heavily on hydrocarbon revenues. Progress on Eni's project also carries signalling
value for the broader Mozambique LNG sector, where TotalEnergies' onshore
Mozambique LNG project at Afungi remains suspended following the 2021 force
majeure declaration. Eni's continued offshore execution distinguishes the two
projects and reinforces the relative resilience of the floating LNG model in the

current Mozambican operating environment.

For service companies tracking Mozambique, the multi-well drilling campaign and a
defined 2028 production target represent the clearest procurement trigger the
country's offshore sector has generated in some time. Well services, drilling
equipment, subsea installation, and FLNG support services are all potential demand
areas as the project progresses through its development schedule.

Why this matters to partners and clients of Saga

With up to six development wells starting in November and a 2028 LNG
production target, this project is moving into active execution, making it a
priority monitoring case for Norwegian drilling and well-services companies.
Partners with subsea installation, well completion, or FLNG support
capabilities should initiate or deepen contact with Eni's supply chain and
procurement teams now, as contracting windows for multi-year offshore
campaigns typically open 12-18 months ahead of first steel. Norwegian
companies with Coral Sul FLNG operational references are particularly well
positioned to engage.

PARTNER ANGLES

* Drilling: A six-well offshore campaign starting November is a direct entry point for
drilling contractors and BOP/well-control service providers to engage Eni's

procurement pipeline.
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* Subsea/FPSO: Development drilling ahead of a 2028 LNG start will require subsea
tiebacks, manifolds, and umbilicals; Norwegian subsea integrators should map Eni's
FEED and EPCI contracting schedule immediately.

* LNG: Eni's floating LNG model at Mozambique is operational and expanding, creating
demand for FLNG topsides maintenance, cargo handling systems, and specialist
offshore LNG logistics.

* Well Services: Up to six development wells represent a sustained workload for
cementing, completions, wireline, and directional drilling service providers —

Norwegian well-service firms should pursue Eni supplier registration now.

* Pipeline: Subsea flowline and riser work connecting new development wells to
existing FLNG infrastructure is a likely scope item; monitor Eni's EPCI tender releases
through 2025.

Original source: African Economy Inc. — Energy -
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